The Impact of a Statewide Coalition to Decrease Pediatric All-Terrain Vehicle Injuries.
Children lack the cognitive judgment and motor skills to safely operate all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) in all situations. The Trauma Team clinicians at Nemours Children's Health System/Alfred I. duPont Hospital for Children (N/AIDHC) were concerned about the severity of injuries sustained by children when they were either the driver or a passenger on an ATV. Although this subset of children within the trauma registry did not account for a high volume of trauma patients, these children sustained a higher proportion of severe injuries. In 2012, the Trauma Team at N/AIDHC partnered with Nemours Health & Prevention Services to form a broad-based statewide coalition in order to impact this alarming trend and to improve safety for those who ride ATVs. The coalition worked together to reach consensus and to successfully advocate for the passage of legislation requiring helmets and limiting passengers for recreational ATV riders under the age of 18. This legislation was signed into law in July 2015. Working with both ATV dealers and a national industry association, the coalition also has been successful in bringing to the State of Delaware, an ATV safety training course for riders in 2016. An evaluation of the impact of this new legislation using state trauma data will begin in 2017.